BRUNEL’s OTHER BRIDGE NEWS
OCTOBER 2025
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BRUNEL’S SWIVEL BRIDGE TO BE RESTORED ?

Imagine this 75 tonnes iron and timber Bridge swinging slowly towards you, sliding silently
over the Harbour, just as intended by Isambard Kingdom Brunel nearly two centuries ago !

This iconic crossing for pedestrians, cyclists and wheel-chair users may soon be restored,
thanks to a very generous philanthropic pledge of funding to the Brunel Swivel Bridge
Group. The charity is dedicated to returning the structure to use by 2029, the 180th
anniversary of the opening of the Bridge in 1849.

The Bridge will be the much-needed focus and 'wow factor' for the Western Harbour, and
will become a celebrated Brunel icon alongside the others in the City.

This is our once-in-a-lifetime chance to save the Swivel Bridge for future generations.

READ ON TO SEE HOW YOU CAN HELP



URGENT ACTION NEEDED

For a project of this complexity, time is short. The Swivel Bridge Group is racing to agree a
lease with Bristol City Council, raise an additional £1 million, and complete design work, to
allow restoration to start in 2027.

The charity has been working to
save the Bridge since 2013. It
has wide support from the public,
City councillors, local amenity
and special-interest groups, and
Historic England.

But we need YOUR HELP TO:

» Publicise the project in
your group and
community

+ Post and share on social
media

* Help raise funds

+ Join our monthly
volunteer workdays

» Donate a small regular sum. The government will add 20% through Gift Aid at no
extra cost to you

Contact The Brunel Swivel Bridge Group Secretary: jandgwallis@gmail.com

Donate: Bank Transfer to Metro Bank, Sort: 23-95-80
Account Brunel Swivel Bridge Group. No. 56433724

THE MISSING LINK

Bristol proudly possesses a unique chain of no less
than four Brunel icons, the SS Great Britain, the
Underfall Sluices, the Swivel Bridge, and the Clifton
Suspension Bridge. Three have been restored and
attract millions of visitors to Bristol each year.

Brunel’s Swivel Bridge is the missing link,
abandoned sixty years ago, laying rusting and at risk
of collapse. It will again become a proud asset to the
City, completing the amazing chain of Brunel
structures for which Bristol is famous world-wide.
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BRUNEL SWIVEL BRIDGE GROUP TRUSTEES

We have assembled a formidable team of specialists to deliver this ambitious project, each
an expert in his field, and passionate to see the Bridge back in use.

lain Boyd MBE, BSc, MSc Treasurer & Acting Chair

lain is a conservation advocate living in the Hotwells area of
Bristol who chairs the City’s Conservation Advisory Panel. As
well as a range of business experience, he holds an MSc in
Conservation of the Historic Environment.

lain became a Trustee and then Chair of the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) from 2008 until 2022.
He also served as a Trustee of the Institute for Conservation
(ICON) for six years and was an appointed Council member of
the National Trust until 2024.

lain is the co-author of New Designs for Old Buildings,
published by the RIBA and was awarded an MBE for services to heritage in 2023.

Nick Booker B.Com, FCIM Fund-raising and Marketing Lead

Nick was born in Bristol and has worked as a strategic
business consultant in tourism for over 20 years as the owner
of Attract Marketing and was elected a Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Marketing in 2006. He was a trustee of The Postal
Museum until 2016, Chairman of Mail Rail Trading Ltd., and a
member of the Fundraising Board. Until 2021 he was a
member of the project board at Coventry Cathedral guiding
the development of a capital project for City of Culture and
was Vice Chairman of the Coventry Heritage & Arts Trust.

Nick is a specialist in industrial archaeology and the history of technology, writing for
publications including The Guardian. Nick is chairman of the Welsh Highland Railway
Heritage Group and a member of the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways Heritage
Advisory Group.

Simon Hickman BSc, MSc

Simon was Historic England's Principal Inspector of Historic
Buildings and Areas & Development Advice Team Leader in
the South West for over ten years. He has extensive
knowledge of every part of the region. Simon was a building
inspector for English Heritage's London region, where he
guided the restoration of some of the Nation's best loved
buildings, including Kings Cross and St Pancras Stations, and
the National Theatre.

Simon started his career in heritage managing a steam
railway in Eastern Scotland, and maintains interests in transport heritage, serving as vice
chair of Bristol Industrial Archaeology Society.




Geoff Wallis C.Eng. MIMech.E Secretary

Geoff has 50 years’ experience in the practical conservation of
historic metalwork and machinery. He was a director of Dorothea
Restoration Engineers for 30 years and has unparalleled
experience with mechanical and industrial machinery. Geoff has
had education and consultancy roles with several universities,
English Heritage, Historic England and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

He co-founded the National Heritage Ironwork Group, is Council
member of the Association for Industrial Archaeology and a former
President of the Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society. He founded the Brunel Swivel
Bridge Group in 2013 and continues to campaign for its restoration.

Bob Watkins BSc, MSc, CEng, FICE, Aff.IHBC Technical Lead.

Bob is a chartered civil engineer and a Fellow of the Institution of
Civil Engineers and holds a MSc. in the Conservation of Historic
Buildings. He has more than 50 years of experience in the
management of large projects, including civil engineering
projects, bridges, marine works and buildings.

Bob specialises in the investigation and rehabilitation of
structures and has written several papers in this field. He has
been engaged as a consulting engineer in the UK, Hong Kong,
Singapore. Bob has received extensive professional recognition
from his peers, including the Historic Bridge & Infrastructure Award from the Institution of
Civil Engineers in 2011.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT

There are work-day reports on www.brunelsotherbridge.org.uk
and on Facebook. Please share, comment & support us on social media.

www.brunelsotherbridge.org.uk
www.facebook.com/brunelsotherbridge
https://bwhha.wordpress.com/
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